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John proved a most desireable member of the Pilgrim Co. as is 
shown by his life of manly usefulness. He was one of the eight 
Undertakers in 1627; He was chosen one of the Assistants in 1633. 
and was annualy reelected until 1641, in which year he was elected 
from Duxbury to the General Court, and continued to serve as such 
until 1650. when he was again chosen a member of the Council and 
so continued until his death having been for 22 years the senior 
member of the Council. 


In 1646 he was made Council of War for Plymouth, and served in 
that capacity also for many years. In 1656-57-58 he was treasurer 
of the Colony, having succeded Miles Standish in that office. [In 
1687 at his death he was the last of the 41 signers of the Compact. 


His third son Johnathan with whom he lived. on the old homestead, 
administered his estate and made a final settlement with his heirs. 


June 13--(1688) as only eight children were named in this instrument 
it was supposed until recently that he had no more. Bradford, how- 
ever states in his history that--at the time of his writing--that 
John and Priscilla were both living and had eleven children and their 
eldest daughter (Elizabeth) was living and had five children. 


The romance of youth, love and early orphanage has for 300 years 
centered about the memory of Priscilla the Pilgrim maid, whose love 
story and marriage have been perpetuated in poetry by one of her 
most distinguished descendents, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. 


Dr. Baird, in his history of The Huguenot Emigration to America 
asserts positively that the Mullen family were Huguenots. Priscilla 
certainly was a Leyden Pilgrim: therefore, it is logical to suppose 
that the dark eyed little maiden was something of a linguist for 
her time--that she must have spoken Dutch, the language of the 
people among whome she lived, and that her parents had been very 
careful to teach her their own native French. Her principal tongue 
of course was the English of the Pilgrims. for they were chiefly 
British. 


John Alden being a comely person ("he possessed blue eyes, flaxen 
hair, and was known as The Saxon Giant") Its not surprising that 
when he was sent by Miles Standish (after the death of his wife) 
to solicit her hand in marriage she preferred the messenger to the 
message. 


As he warmed and glowed in his simple eloquent language, 

Quite forgetful of self, and full of the praise of his rival. 
Archly the maiden smiled and with eyes over running with laughter 
Said in a tremulous voice. Why don't you speak for yourself John? 
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